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He met the first actions of the enemy (aroused by the
unlucky attempt on Genoa and marching on Voltri) by
executing a number of defensive counteraioves winch
would still allow him latei to carry out his own plan.

The Saidmians were making a number of offensive
reconnaissances on Seruner He reinforced that division
by sending out the Rusca brigade as far as Bardmetto.

Scherer's system of outposts was meanwhile carefully
revised and improved.

Massena had in Savona the 3000 men of the Laharpe
division and the Menard brigade, but in front of him,
apart from the line from Cervoni to Voltri, there was
another line of outposts strongly established on fortified
positions, these weie the main guards of Stella, Monte-
negmo, Altare, Monte Baraccone, San Giacomo, Madona
della Neve, Medogno, the latter four points weie held
by the Joubert and Dommartm brigades which joined
the Rusca brigade on the Tanaro

In the rear, a number of substantial reserves of out-
posts were established near Stella, at the Madonna of
Savona, at Cadibone, at Quiliano.

Strong reconnaissances came into touch with the
enemy as soon as the latter began to manoeuvre.

Finally Bonaparte himself gave his instructions; he
particularly ordered Seruner and Rusca to keep to the
strictest defensive, in order not to draw the enemy's
attention in the direction of Bardmetto, by which he
intended to reach Millesimo

The same instructions ascribed to Cervoni (who had
replaced Pijon at the head of the detachment in Voltri)
a special mission. The Austnans seemed to intend
acting m the direction of Genoa (as appeared from
the concentration of their forces and headquarters at
Novi). The body Binder Cervoni would attract them,
then hold them, to this end that commander was
reinforced with half a brigade; he was to send out
reconnaissances on San Piei d'Arena, but to avoid
being crushed by Beaulieu and to withdraw in time on
Varazze, where he would be covered by the detachment
of Stella.

We have here an army on a strategical defensive; on \
the look out, so to speak, capable none the less of sud-
denly assuming the offensive.   It was covered in all
directions at a distance and by forces which allowed it,